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Indian tyre giant
Ceat plans to open
unit in Bangladesh

SApanum 'Er.um-_.m

Indlan tyre giant Ceat has started waork (o 58t up o
manufacturing plant in Bangladesh to cish in on
thebooming automotive industry:

"It {Ceat) has started the feld strvey and seloo-
tion of fand for the plant” said Shafgat Hossain,
ftnager of Basumatl Distibution, a concern of
Basumath Group of Catnparnles that fepresants the
Ingdban tyre maker in A,

Ktesmris gt A

cles including big trucks counter balince trucks,
warehiouse trucks, personal cars, motorgycles, and

three-wheolers, annotnced last week that it has
lans to fnves Bs 250 crore (Tk 416 crane) to setup a

plantinBangladesh, iR

“Tyre making requires a ot oEenergy and we arg
sufferitiy for not goetlng adequate gas. [ don't know
howr the amrnmmmtwi.liprwiducanﬂhcgalﬂ'md
Luthiul Barl, general manager of Meghnn Rubbise
Indusiries thal manufictures tyres for rickshaws,
bicyveles, motop ceycles and CNG-ran threo-
wheelers,

Giared Tyres and Apes Husain Thyre are two other
mafar manuficturers in Bangladesh, 'l,'hq-].r ans
Investing croves of taka o increase their praduction
eapacities in an apparently Browing market, espe-
clally for light commercinl vehicles (LCV), which
ire generally minibuses and light trucks (3 tonnes),

Pemand for tyres {8 rising fast as IL000-12 004
buses and (rucks are coming on the s every
yeak, Local manufacturers said demand for mator
cycle tyres is hooming -- 25,000-30,000 pieces a
month. The price of tyres alsn quadnipled In the
lastdecadeas demand rose _

Bengladesh spends over Tk 1,500 Crore to import |
artund 15 lakh tvres of all sizes a year, accarding to
the importers, distributors and sellers, Around 70
poercent of imported bres come [rom Infia, Euil-:
lovied by Ghina, Indonesia, fapan and Thailand,
Industry insiders $aid: Of e Amount, more tian a
third & spent am LCV tyre fmparis,

“We are making tyres for motar eycles, TGV and
ENG-run three-wheelers, All Walton-brand motor
ayeles use our tyres,” said Shafiqul Tslam, assiseant
managerof Gazi Tyros.

Local tyre makirs who ane eoming up slowly are
scepiival about the [ndizn giant's By nto the Ban-
#ladesh markey,

Istam gaid a4t g time whin local makers: ire
doing well in Loy and motor cyele tyres, it will not
be wise to allow o foretgn oom pany Into the samp
field, Rard of Meghng sal Bangladezsh is nogseiy-
sufficient in rubher, which 1&'a necessary input
for 1yres,

Husafn Tyre, which started production in 1946
making three-wheelpr SLOOLeT tyres, now maokes over
a4 dozen types, including tyres for Levs and
mictobuses. It runs undger CEMILCIY due to & gas erisis,
said s officials,

But Hoszain of Basami Distibution seos the Cegr
THEVE 35 Peasfriye =gy, ;

“There will be emplovimen; for soveral hundred

| People: Morsmar, foreigm curpeney being spent on

Hmpores will besaved,” e sqld,

Anant Goefika, deputy managing directar of Ceay,
sld |ast weak they have plans to starn production'in
the Bangladesh-plant by thoend of 2013, Ceat plans to
replicite s Sel Lanka mode) by settingup a small plant
ofiS tonnes o diy.

The Bangladesh plant will mitke cross: ply tyres for
trucks, light and small commercial vehicles and two-
wheclers for the local marker,
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